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History and Timeline

kground

Levigdhan Mineisan ebandoned open-pit aulfur mine Themineislocated goproximagy 25 miles southeagt of
Leke Tehoe high on the esstern dope of the SeraN evadamountan rangg, in aremote portion of northesstern
Alpine County, CA surrounded by naiond forest and privaelaend. Tleadid minedranage (AMD) from Levighan
Minehashigoricdly contaminaed anine-mile gretch of the Leviadhan-Bryant Cresk watershed, impeacting Levia-
than, Aspen, and Bryant Creeks aswel| asthe Eagt Fork Carson River. In 2000, the U.S. Environmentd Protection
Agency (EPA) added the mine and theimpacied aress (the Superfund Ste’) to theNaiond Priorities List (NPL).
The NPL istheligt of themos complex, uncontrolled hazardous wate Stesthroughout the United Statesthat
thregten public hedth and the environment.

Trehigoricd ativitiesfrom the Levighan Mine have
aegted AMD, impacting the surrounding environment.
Sulfuric acid iscrested when water (rainwater, snowmelt
and subsurfece waier) interactswith rocks contaning
sulfur-bearing minerds  Thereulting highly &didic
water movesinto the surrounding environment, such &
the groundwater, surface water and soil, and may have
hamful gfectson humansg animédsand plants

Althoudh along-term deanup plan
hasnot been developed, early deanup
ativitiesare being conducted to
reduce the discharge of untrested
AMD. Inthemid-1980s the
Pollution Abatement Project began
which incdluded re-grading the site
building evgporation ponds and
channdingtheaesk. Interim tregtment
sysemshave gregtly improved the water
qudity of the Levighan-Bryaent Cresk
watershed.
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Figure 1: Leviathan Mine Suiperfund
Ste Location
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RWQCB - California Regional Quality Control Board
USGS - United States Geological Survey
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